Acting Professor of History

social ideals than had obtained in any previous
system of philosophy.

While his mind was thus seething with these pro-
found philosophico-religious questions Fiske wrote
two articles, one entitled "The Jesus of History/7
and the other, " The Christ of Dogma/'* These two
articles were a clear, impartial summing-up of the
results of New Testament criticism at the time; and
were intended as a prelude to a work which had
been near his heart since his college days, a work
the preparation of which he was looking forward to
amidst all his subsequent engagements with the
deepest interest; a work to which he proposed to
give the title "Jesus of Nazareth and the Founding
of Christianity."

In this winter of 1870, therefore, Fiske decided
that he would devote himself to the exposition of
the doctrine of Evolution with special regard to its
religious and social implications, as a most impor-
tant task.

And yet with such a noble purpose he did not
escape the relentless heresy-hunter. In January
of this year Professor Gurney, the University Pro-
fessor of History, was elected Dean of the Faculty;
and President Eliot nominated Fiske to occupy
Professor Gurney 7s chair for the spring term, as
Acting Professor of History. It was a good test of
the "liberality" of the Board of Overseers as well

1 These two essays were subsequently published in his volume of
essays entitled The Unseen World.
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